SUFFRAGE  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

.  it-,';  — 7 — - - - : - — : 

SPEECH 

oy  THE 

HON.  GLENNI  W.  SCOFIELD, 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JANUARY  10,  1866. 


The  Hocsk  having  in  consideration  the  Bill  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 

District  of  Columbia — 


Mr,  SCOFIELD  said : 


Mr.  Speaker — The  colored  population  of  the  United  States  is 
now  about  five  millions.  That  is  nearly  double  tbe  population  of 
all  New  England,  fully  one  seventh  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  almost  double  the  number  that  carried  this 
country  through  a  seven  years’  war  with  the  greatest  military 
Power  in  the  world. 

What  $hall  be  done  with  these  five  millions  people?  Colonize 
them?  Where  and  when?  To  Africa?  Liberia  is  the  most 
desirable  and  accessible  part  of  that  country,  but  that  colony  is 
now  more  than  forty  years  old,  and  its  emigrant  population  is  only 
seven  or  eight  thousand.  Some  ten  thousand,  in  all,  have  been 
taken  there,  but  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  of  that  number 
died  during  the  period  of  acclimation.  To  land  five  millions  more 
of  men,  women,  and  children  upon  this  miasmatic  coast,  without 
houses,  roads  or  improved  lands  would  be  murder  by  the  million. 
The  original  kidnapping  and  importation  of  slaves  to  this  country 
was  a  very  merciful  and  Christian  business  compared  with  such  an 
exodus  as  this.  But  if  we  were  wicked  enough  to  embark  in  such 
a  cruel  enterprise  we  could  not  accomplish  it.  Calculate  the 
expense,  to  say  nothing  of  suffering,  of  collecting  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  taking  them  to  the 
Atlantic  coast ;  compute  the  expense  of  transportation  for  such  a 
nation  across  the  Atlantic,  and  to  these  sums  add  the  cost  of 
houses,  roads,  clearings,- stock,  and  temporary  maintenance  in  that 
unhealthy  climate,  and  you  will  have  a  bill  too  great  for  the 
resources  of  the  country,  even  if  we  were  not  in  debt.  But  to 
gather  up  and  colonize  the  scattered  and  unwilling  colored 
population,  almost  equal  in  numbers,  would  be  a  much  greater 
undertaking. 

Colonize  them  in  Mexico,  then,  it  is  said.  The  expense  might 
be  a  few  millions  less,  but  still  far  beyond  the  present  resources 
and  strained  credit  of  the  Government.  Other  obstacles  would 
intervene.  Mexico  has  eight  millions  five  hundred  thousand  pop¬ 
ulation  now.  Where  could  you  thrust  five  millions  more  in  that 
uninviting  land  of  endless  war?  Beside,  if  this  vast  population 
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is  as  undesirable  as  is  represented,  they  w<?uld  be  nearly  as  offen¬ 
sive  to  the  people  of  Mexico  as  it  is  said  they  ought  to  be  to  us, 
and  our  unchristian  purpose  would  be  defeated  by  the  kindred 
prejudices  of  that  nation.  Colonize  them,  then,  in  some  of  our 
western  Territories !  The  expense  and  injustice  of  this  undertaking 
would  be  considerably  less,  but  it  would  be  just  no  colonization  at 
all.  They  would  soon  be  surrounded  by  our  advancing  millions, 
and  left  in  the  very  heart  of  the  country  from  which  you  desire  to 
expel  them. 

The  whole  scheme  of  colonization  is  so  far  beyond  the  ^present 
ability  of  the  Government,  so  destructive  to  the  productive  interest  of 
thecountry,  so  inhuman  and  unjust  toward  the  people  whose  unpaid 
labor  has  added  so  much  to  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  the  nation, 
and  whose  valor  and  patriotism  has  helped  to  sustain  it  in  its  late 
life-struggle,  and  so  impracticable  and  impossible,  even  if  it  was 
right,  that  its  advocates  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  credited  with 
sense  and  sincerity  at  the  same  time.  The  thoughtless  may  be 
sincere,  but  the  knowing  ones  can -only  design  to  distract  the 
attention  of  the  people  from  the  consideration  of  other  propositions 
and  necessities.  And  if  colonization  were  practicable  what  would 
become  of  the  old  theory  urged  by  pro-slavery  divines  and  politi¬ 
cians,  who  are  for  the  most  part  the  present  advocates  of.qoloniza- 
tion,  that  white  men  could  not  labor  in  the  warm  latitudes  of  the 
bouth  ?  Do  they  propose  now,  in  sending  off  the  only  possible 
laborers  there,  according  to  their  theory,  to  abandon  the  culture 
ot  the  South  altogether:1  or  do  they  confess  they  were  only  trying 
to  cheat  the  people  into  the  support  of  a  cruel  institution  by  false 
logic  then,  as  they  are  trying  to  delude  them  with  false  theories 
now?  If  you  mean  to  try  colonization  why  not  begin  it  at  once? 
The  longer  you  delay  tbe  more  numerous  will  be  these  people,  and 
the  more  determined  to  stay.  Bring  in  your  bill  and  let  us  see 
the  details.  How  many  billions  of  new  bonds  must  be  put  upon 
the  marketf  how  large  an  army  will  be  asked,  how  many  ships 
will  be  needed,  and  how  many  years  will  it  take  to  effect  the  ex¬ 
pulsion?  What,  in  the  meanwhile,  is  the  world  to  do  for  cotton? 
What  shall  be  done  with  the  unwilling  and  the  fugitives?  Will 
you  hunt  them  with  bloodhounds,  or  procure  the  services  of 
Buchanan  s  old  marshals?  Give  us  at  once  your  bill  of  particulars. 

If  colonization  is  found  impracticable,  will  you  try  to  reenslave 
them  ?  I  suppose  not.  The  blacks  are  now  too  intelligent,  too  self- 
reliant,  and  too  spirited  to  submit  again  to  the  oppressor.  It  is 
feared  by  some  that  the  northern  wing  of  the  Democratic  party  will 
again  yield  its  neck,  not  yet  quite  free  from  the  old  callous,  to  the 
yoke  of  the  southern  master  ;  but  the  negro  never  will.  Besides, 
the  great  Republican  party,  strong  in  number  but  stronger  in  its 
convictions  of  right,  will  always  stand  between  the  weak  and 
oppression.  I  kuow  it  is  said  that  that  party  may  become  power¬ 
less  by  the  defection,  of  the  President.  It  is  alleged  by  the  Opposi¬ 
tion,  and  feared  even  by  some  of  our  friends,  that  when  the  grim 
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leaders  of  the  rebellion  shall  reembrace  their  old  party  allies,  a 
President  placed  in  power  by  Republican  trust  and  Republican 
votes,  forgetful  of  an  example  that  consigned  two  Presidents  to 
private  life  and  public  infamy,  will  be  present  to  celebrate  the 
reunion  of  these  pardoned  principals  in  crime  with  suspected  acces¬ 
sories  before  the  fact.  I  do  not  speculate  as  to  what  the  President 
may  do.  You  never  know  what  a  single  man,  suddenly  elevated 
to  power  may  do.  “Put  not  your  trust  in  princes”  is  a  warning 
that  will  apply  to  all  men  in  power.  I  never  could  guess  the  secret 
motives  that  induced  Tyler  and  Fillmore  to  betray  the  Whigs.  I 
have  often  heard  that  a  person  who  stands  on  the  brink  of  Niagara, 
or  climbs  to  the  top  of  a  lofty  tower,  feels  an  almost  irresistible 
impulse  to  jump  off.  It  may  be  some  such  unnatural  sensation 
that  prompted  these  two  gentlemen  to  leap  from  their  high  eminence 
into  the  terrible  obscurity  below.  I  cannot  believe  that  Mr.  John¬ 
son  will  follow  these  unseductive  examples.  But  if  he  should,  he 
alone  will  be  broken.  The  tower  will  stand,  but  his  crippled  limbs 
can  never  again  ascend  it.  The  ranks  of  the  Republican  army* 
would  not  even  waver.  Its  contractors  and  suttlers  would  fly,  to' 
be  sure  ;  but  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  a  gun,  it  would  still  stand, 
the  friend  of  the  oppressed  and  the  terror  of  the  oppressor.  Whatever 
individuals  may- do,  be  assured  the  Republican  party  will  adhere 
to  its  principles,  and  in  its  principles  will  certainly  triumph.  The 
Whig  party  could  hardly  be  said  ever  to  have  been  in  a  settled 
majority  of  the  people,  and  yet  it  stood  the  betrayal  of  two  of  its 
Presidents,  and  only  broke  down  when  it  surrendered  to  the  slave 
power  in  the  Baltimore  convention  of  1852. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  colonization  and  reenslavement  are 
both  impossible.  “Then  extermination  awaits  them.”  So  we 
are  told.  The  census,  however,  tells  a  different  story.  These 
tables  show  that  the  black  population  multiply  quite  as  fast  as  the 
white.  It  is  the  large  additions  of  the  white  element  from  abroad 
that  gives  that  race  an  apparent  advantage.  I  know  that  these 
people  are  poor.  For  long,  dark  years  their  industry  has  gone  to 
swell  the  overgrown  estates  of  their  present  persecutors.  But 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  a  life  of  deprivation.  Their  wants 
are  few  ;  and  in  a  country  where  labor  is  high  and  land  and  food 
are  cheap  they  cannot  waste  away.  I  know  it  is  thought  that  this 
rapid  increase  is  due  to  the  mercenary  care  of  the  master.  The 
more  children  he  could  raise  for  the  market  the  greater  his  estate. 
This  is  true  only  of  a  few  of  the  more  northern  States.  Breeding 
was  not  encouraged  in  the  planting  States  further  south.  The 
overseer’s  task  was  inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  maternity. 
The  services  of  the  mother  were  worth  more  than  her  offspring. 
The  life  of  the  slave  was  graduated  by  the  price  of  cotton,  and,  as 
a  general  rule,  it  would  pay  to  use  him  up  in  seven  years.  And 
whatever  would  pay  in  that  country  was  practised.  Humanity 
was  no  restraint,  for  making  a  man  into  a  brute  makes  the  maker 
brutal.  During  the  transition  from  bondage  to  freedom,  in  the 
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midst  of  civil  war  and  bitter  persecution,  their  numbers  may  pos¬ 
sibly  diminish  for  a  short  time  ;  but  the  expectation  that  they  will 
become  extinct  has  no  foundation  either  in  the  history  or  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  race. 

In  endeavoring  to  look  fairly  at  this  question,  I  have  found  no 
evidence  upon  which  to  rest  the  belief  that  this  race  is  ever  to  be 
colonized,  reenslaved,  or  exterminated.  I  come  back,  then,  to  the 
question  with  which  I  began,  what  shall  be  done  with  them  ? 

“  Let  them  alone/’  That  is  the  answer  given  by  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Legislature  when  it  was  proposed  to  send  surgeons 
to  vaccinate  the  Indians  who  were  dying  of  small-pox  on  the 
Eeserve.  “  They  are  a  drunken,  vagrant,  thieving  race,”  said  he, 
“  let  them  alone.  The  sooner  they  are  gone  the  better  for  the 
country.”  “We  cannot  afford  to  let  them  alone,  ’  said  the  mem¬ 
ber  in  reply  ;  “  they  spread  the  infection  through  the  whole  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  and  we  have  only  the  choice  to  administer  relief 
or  suffer  and  die  with  them.”  Neither  can  we  afford  to  let  five 
millions  of  population,  Avho  are  forever  to  remain  in  our  midst, 
increasing  as  we  increase,  sink  down  into  hopeless  ignorance, 
*  degradation  and  vice.  If  we  do,  our  own  race  will  certainly  grade 
down  to  them.  The  more  wre  degrade  these  people  the  lower  we 
sink  ourselves.  The  ignorant  white  people  have  been  made  to 
believe  that  the  elevation  of  the  negro  is  equivalent  to  their  de¬ 
basement.  The  reverse  is  true.  The  more  we  improve  this 
unfortunate  race,  the  higher  we  raise  our  own.  Human  influence 
is  not  confined  by  a  sharp  embankment  of  rank  or  condition.  It 
overflows  to  adjacent  ranks,  corrupting  or  purifying  them  as  it  is 
itself  corrupt  or  pure.  All  classes  in  society  are  elevated  where 
there  is  no  degraded  class.  It  is  the  interest,  therefore,  of  every 
white  man  that  these  people  should  be  educated  in  morals,  skill 
industry,  and  letters.  Every  dollar  expended  for  this  purpose 
will  economize  losses  by  unskilled  labor,  by  riots,  theft,  and  poor 
rates  more  than  tenfold.  I  am  not  now  advocating  the  cause  of 
this  race,  however  meritorious  it  may  be.  I  do  not  base  the 
necessity  of  their  improvement  upon  any  claim  of  their  own.  It 
does  not  at  all  impair  my  argument  to  concede  the  trulh  of  all  the 
charges  preferred  against  them,  even  by  their  most  unscrupulous 
accusers.  Suppose  that  their  minds  are  as  weak,  and  their  pro¬ 
clivities  to  vagrancy  and  vice  as  strong,  as  the  life-long  despoilers 
of  their  earnings  allege,  (admitting  at  the  same  time  my  premises 
that  they  cannot  be  sent  abroad,  nor  reenslaved  nor  exterminated 
at  home,)  it  only  makes  the  necessity  founded  in  self-interest  the 
more  imperative  upon  us  in  every  possible  way  to  encourage  their 
improvement. 

I  submit  to  the  House  that  the  cheapest  elevator  and  best 
moralizer  for  an  oppressed  and  degraded  class  is  to  inspire  them 
with  self-respect,  with  belief  in  the  possibility  of  their  elevation. 
Bestow  the  elective  franchise  upon  the  colored  population  of  this 
District,  and  you  awaken  the  hope  and  ambition  of  the  whole 
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race  throughout  the  country.  Hitherto  punishment  has  been  the 
only  incentive  to  sobriety  and  industry  furnished  these  people  by 
American  law.  They  were  kept  too  low  t6  feel  disgrace,  and 
reward  was  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of  “ service  owed.”  Let 
us  try  now  the  persuasive  power  of  wages  and  protection.  If 
colored  suffrage  is  still  considered  an  experiment,  this  District  is 
a  good  place  in  which  to  try  it.  The  same  objections  do  not  exist 
here  that  are  urged  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  States.  No  constitu¬ 
tional  question  intervenes.  Here, 'at  least,  Congress  is  supreme. 
The  law  can  he  passed,  and  if  it  is  found  to  be  bad  a  jnajority  can 
repeal  it.  The  colored  race  is  too  small  in  numbers  here  to  endan¬ 
ger  the  supremacy  of  the  white  people,  but  large  and  loyal  enough 
to  counteract  to  some  extent  disloyal  proclivities. 

Why,  then,  should  they  not  vote? 

Because,  say  the  opposition,  that  is  negro  equality  !  Equality 
in  what?  In  mind,  stature*  education,  morals,  or  wealth?  If 
these  much-coveted  qualities  can  be  so  easily  bestowed,  is  any  man 
mean  enough  to  withhold  them?  The  objection  is  contradictory. 
First,  he  shall  not  vote  because  he  is  the  white  man’s  inferior  ; 
and  second,  because  it  will  make  him  an  equal.  Do  you  mean  by 
equality  personal  friendship  and  social  intercourse?  Why,  sir,  if 
there  is  anything  free  in  this  country,  or  in  any  country,  it  is  the 
right  of  each  man  to  select  his  own  associates.  Companionship  is 
free  now,  and  will  be  then.  It  is  your  constitiftional  right  to 
associate  with  men  of  color  now,  if  you  are  so  inclined,  while  you 
are  not  forced  to  associate  with  nor  even  speak  to  a  white  voter 
now,  nor  will  you  be  with  a  black  voter  in  the  future.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  the  constitutional  right  of  the  colored  man  to 
shun  you  now,  and  his  right  would  neither  be  enlarged  nor  dimin¬ 
ished  by  his  enfranchisement.  The  equality  so  much  dreaded  and 
so  fiercely  denounced,  must  mean,  if  it  means  anything,  that  a 
colored  man's  vote  will  count  one  towards  the  election  of  mayor 
and  councils  for  Washington  city  and  a  white  man’s  vote  will 
count  one  also,  and  no  more.  That  is  all.  And  why  should  they 
not  be  so  counted?  What  do  the  mayor  and  councils  have  to  do 
that  none  but  the  aristocracy  can  judge  of  their  fitness?  Simply 
to  mend  the  roads,  look  after  the  poor,  and  take  care  of  the  schools. 
Certainly  these  are  subjects  of  deep  interest  to  men  of  color  as  well 
as  white  men,  and  not  above  the  capacity  of  the  lowest.  Colored 
men  do  the  work  on  the  streets  ;  they  ought  to  understand  what 
repairs  are  needed  as  well  as  how  to  make  them.  You  say  thby 
are  poor — they  ought  to  know  the  poor  man’s  wants.  You  say 
they  are  ignorant— then  give  them  a  chance  to  vote  against  a 
mayor  who  loads  them  with  school  tax  and  deprives  them  of 
schools.  In  this  District  no  vote  is  cast  for  President,  member  of 
Congress,  judge  of  the  courts,  nor  any  officer  except  the  adminis¬ 
trators  of  local  affairs,  in  which  all  citizens,  however  ignorant  in 
national  matters,  are  necessarily  well  informed.  This  action  is 
not  altogether  an  experiment.  In  Boston  the  colored  people  vote, 
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and  it  is  the  best  governed  city  in  the  United  States.  But  if  it  is 
to  be  considered  an  experiment  altogether*  then,  as  I  said  before, 
there  is  no  better  place  in  the  whole  country  in  which  to  try  it 
than  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Again,  it  is  said  it  will  lead  to  amalgamation.  This  cry  has 
been  too  often  raised  to  alarm  even  the  most  ignorant.  When  the 
Democratic  party  endeavored  to  establish  slavery  in  the  territory 
acquired  from  Mexico,  the  arguments  in  opposition  were  met  by 
the  cry  of  “amalgamation.  Negro  equality  was  their  covering 
cry,  during  their  long  struggle,  through  fraud  and  violence  to 
force  slavery  on  the  unwilling  people  ol  Kansas.  When  slavery 
was  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  “Amalgamation  and 
negro  equality’'  was  bellowed  by  that  party  all  over  the  land. 
When  the  great^  and  good  President  issued  his  proclamation  of 
emancipation,  they,  again  screamed  “Amalgamation  and  negro 
equality  ;  '  ’  and  the  cry  came  still  again  in  terrible  shrieks  when 
slavery  was  forever  prohibited  by  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
xhis  is  a  standing  argument  with  the  opposition,  and  is  brought 
out  on  all  occasions  when  any  legislation  is  proposed  touching  the 
interests  of  the  colored  population.  Even  on  so  trifling  an  occa¬ 
sion  as  the  passage  ot  a  law  at  the  last  session  allowing  these 
people  to  ride  in  the  street  cars,  a  cry  of  horror  was  sent  over  the 
country,  that  I  thought  would  startle  the  whole  Anglo-Saxon  race 
to  its  feet  in  defense  of  its  blood,  but  I  soon  saw  that  nobody  was 
scared,  and  we  all  now  see  that  nobody  was  hurt.  Let  our  sensi¬ 
tive  friends  compose  their  nerves  and  try  to  tell  us  how  a  little 
enlargement  of  the  elective  franchise,  over  small  and  purely  local 
matters  in  this  District,  will  result  in  marriage  between  the  two 
races.  It  is  fright  that  makes  you  mistake  a  ballot  for  a  billet- 
doux.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  any  man  of  common  sense  can 
bring  himself  to  believe  that  marriages  between  any  persons,  much 
less  between  white  and  colored  people,  will  take  place  because  a 
colored  man  is  allowed  to  drop  a  little  bit  of  paper  in  a  box,  thereby 
intimating  who  he  considers  the  fittest  person  to  be  mayor  of  this 
city.  It  is  too  trifling  for  argument. 

We  are  again  told  that  their  average  ability  is  below  that  of  the 
white  race.  How  do  you  know  that?  The  colored  man  has  never 
exhibited  equal  ability,  to  be  sure,  but  he  has  never  had  equal 
opportunities.  The  forbidding  statutes  of  the  South  attest  the 
capacity  of  the  negro.  If  they  really  believed  his  mind  was  so 
feeble,  why  bind  it  with  such  heavy  chains?  If  he  was  incapable 
of  learning,  why  prohibit  it  with  the  penitentiary?  Their  theories 
proved  he  was  weak,  but  their  legislation  acknowledged  he  was 
strong.  They  debased  him  by  law  to  fit  him  for  slavery,  and 
justified  slavery  because  he  was  debased.  So  in  this  District  the 
withholding  opportunities  of  improvement  is  justified  on  the  ground 
of  his  inferiority,  and  his  inferiority  is  shown  by  his  lack  of  im¬ 
provement.  But  suppose  the  white  race  is  superior,  does  it  follow 
that  the  inferior  race  should  be  deprived  of  any  authoritative  mode 


of  making  its  wants  known  to  the  Government?  If  mind  is  to  be 
made  the  test  of  suffrage,  a  great  many  noisy  declaimers  against 
the  negro  will  lose  their  votes.  As  a  general  fule,  the  men  least 
fitted  to  vote  are  the  warmest  advocates  of  exclusion .  They  appre¬ 
hend,  with  much  reason,  that  they  may  he  distanced  in  the  face  if 
the  black  man  is  not  forced  to  carry  weight.  Such  men  should 
beware  how  they  advocate  a  thepry  that  wohld  jeopardize  their 
own  votes  if  made  universal.  But  it  is  further  said  that  whatever 
their  capacity,  they  are  at  least  uneducated  now.  That  would  be 
hut  a  short-lived  objection  if  true  and  not  solely  applicable  to  peo¬ 
ple  of  color.  But  it  is  not  true  of  the  largest  portion  of  the  colored 
people  in  this  District.  Nearly  all  of  them  can  read,  and  the 
scholarship  of  many  is  of  a  very  high  order.  The  whole  objection 
is  easily  obviated  by  an  educational  qualification. 

Another  objection,' very  much  relied  upon,  is  that  a  majority  of  ' 
the  white  population  here  are  opposed  to  it.  A  prominent  man 
charged  with  a  high  crime  in  Pennsylvania  alleged  that  the 
hostility  and  prejudice  of  the  people  in  the  county  where  he  was 
indicted  would  deprive  him  of  a  fair  trial,  and  asked  the  Legislature 
to  grant  him  a  change  of  venue.  The  people  of  that  coupty 
remonstrated,  and  submitted  to  the  Legislature  that  they  were  the 
fittest  persons  to  try  him,  because  they  Jcnetv  he  was  guilty.  If  the 
people  here  were  generally  consenting  to  this  enlargement  of  the 
franchise  its  necessity  would  be  less  apparent.  It  is  because  the 
negro  is  hated  in  this  city,  and  justice  denied  him  by  prejudiced 
officials,  that  his  vote  is  necessary  for  his  own  protection.  Every 
vote  against  him  at  this  pretended  election  was  an  argument  in 
his  favor.  I  know  that  the  prejudices,  erroneous  sentiments,  and 
even  vices  of  the  people  should  be  somewhat  regarded  in  legislation, 
and  that  vested  wrongs  supposed  to  be  vested  rights  should  be 
divested  very  slowly.  But  what  less  can  we  do  in  this  direction 
than  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  bill,  namely,  to  bestow  the 
elective  franchise  upon  a  handful  of  men,  who,  as  a  body,  are  intel-  * 
ligent,  sober,  peaceable,  and  industrious,  and  in  a  District  where 
only  local  officers  are  chosen,  and  over  which  our  right  to  legislate 
cannot  be  questioned.  It  must  be  opposed,  not  upon  the  ground 
that  it  is  going  too  fast  or  granting  too  much  at  first,  but  upon  the 
ground  that,  in  that  direction  no  step  should  be  taken — nothing 
granted  now,  nor  forever;  that  this  is  exclusively  a  white  man’s 
Government  and  the  colored  man  is  his  slave.  This  is  a  rebel 
heresy  entirely  exploded  by  the  war.  We  are  coming  back  to  the 
doctrine  of  our  fathers.  In  the  Continental  Congress  they  asserted 
that  “all  men  are  created  free  and  equal.”  They  subsequently 
made  the  Constitution  to  accord  with  this  sentiment,  and  for  forty 
years,  and  as  long  as  they  lived  to  administer  it,  negroes  were 
allowed  to  vote  in  all  the  old  States  except,  perhaps,  South  Carolina. 
Both  the  precept  and  practice  of  our  fathers  refute  the  allegation 
that  this  is  exclusively  a  white  man’s  Government.  If  we  cannot 
now  consent  to  so  slight  a  recognition,  aeproposed  by  this  bill,  of 
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the  great  underlying  theory  ef  our  Government,  as  declared  and 
practiced  by  our  fathers,  we  are  thrown  back  upon  that  new  and 
monstrous  doctrine  that  the  live  millions  of  our  colored  population 
and  their  posterity  forever  have  no  rights  that  a  white  man  is  bound 
to  respect. 

Who  pronounces  this  crushing  sentence?  The  political  South  ; 
and  what  is  this  South?  The  southern  mastef  and  his  northern 
minion.  Have  these  people  wronged  the  South?  Have  they 
filled  it  with  violence,  outrage,  and  murder?  No,  sir,  they  are 
remarkably  gentle,  patient,  and  respectful.  Have  they  despoiled 
its  wealth  or  diminished  its  grandeur?  No,  sir,  their  unpaid  toil 
has  made  the  material  South.  They  removed  the  forests,  cleared 
the  fields,  built  the  dwellings,  churches,  colleges,  cities,  highways, 
railroads,  and  canals.  Why,  then,  does  the  South  hate  and  per¬ 
secute  these  people?  Because  , it  has  wronged  them.  Injustice 
.  always  hates  its  victim.  They  are  forced  to  look  to  the  North  for 
justice.  And  what  is  the  North?  Not  the  latitude  of  frosts  ; 
not  New  England  and  the  States  that  border  on  the  lakes,  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  Pacific.  The  geographical  is  lost  in  the  poli¬ 
tical  meaning  of  the  word.  The  North,  in  a  political  sense,  means 
justice,  liberty,  and  union,  and  in  the  order  in  which  I  name  them. 
Jefferson  defined  this  “  North”  when  he  wrote  “all  men  are 
created  equal,  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and* the  pursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness.”  This  North  has  no  geographical  boundaries.  It  embraces 
the  friends  of  freedom  in  every  quarter  of  this  great  Republic. 
Many  of  the  bravest  champions,  like  our  still  unstolen,  Republican 
President,  hail  from  the  geographical  South.  The  North,  that 
did  not  fear  the  slave  power  in  its  prime,  in  the  day  of  its  political 
strength  and  patronage,  when  it  commanded  alike  the  nation 
and  the  mob,  and  for  the  same  cruel  purpose,  will  not  be  intimi¬ 
dated  by  its  expiring  maledictions  around  this  capital.  The 
North  must  pass  this  bill,  to  vindicate  its  sincerity  and  itscourage. 
The  slave  power  has  already  learned  that  the  North  is  terrible  in 
war  and  forgiving  and  gentle  in  peace  ;  let  its  crushed  and  mangled 
victims  learn  from  the  passage  of  this  bill  that  the  justice  of  the 
North,  unlimited  by  lines  of  latitude,  unlimited  by  color  or  race, 
slumbereth  not. 
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